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were cast the dead bodies of warriors and of sacrificial
victims. And here the devout or fanatical members
of the community were wont to practise a terrible
form of self-sacrifice by being- voluntarily thrown In-
to the underground charnel-house to wander among
the corpses until they died an awful lingering death
of starvation and thirst.
In stone-cutting, as In their other arts and decora-
tions, the Aztecs used geometrical designs and pat-
terns extensively. But they also employed many
animal, human and floral motifs, although not to
such extent as did the Mayas. They had a wonderful
eye for form, and a remarkable facility for catching^
the salient features of any object and for reproduc-
ing forms and obtaining effects by means of a few
lines, and by exaggerating certain essential details
or features. Proportion and perspective meant
nothing to the Aztec artists and were practically non-
existent in their art. For this reason many of the
Aztec paintings and carvings have a decidedly
Japanese appearance, although Invariably so typical-
ly Aztecan that they could not be mistaken for any-
thing else.
The Aztec pottery was very beautiful and distinc-
tive. Red, black and orange were the predominating
colors used, but practically every known color and
shade occur on their ceramic ware. Much of the
pottery was painted, but more was decorated by
means of pigments applied by clay stamps. Clay
molds were also employed in order to duplicate
utensils and figures,, and much of their pottery had
a true glaze.
As I have mentioned, there are numerous remains.